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Railside Tap and Grill – 37th and 
Minnehaha, Minneapolis 
www.railsidebarandgrill.com 
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Check out this web site 
www.elgin.af.mil/units/rao/index.asp  
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The 2007-2008 Rawlings Teacher of the Year is 
Patricia Georg.  Mrs. Georg is a teacher at Franklin 
Elementary in Anoka, MN, and has been actively 
involved with the Visions of Exploration Program 
for over five years. 
This school year, the Chapter is sponsoring 145 
classrooms in the Visions of Exploration Program.  
Throughout 16 years of participation, the Rawlings 
Chapter, along with the Air Force Association and 
USA TODAY, has teamed up to encourage the 
nation’s elementary, middle, and high school 
students learn skills necessary for success in Math, 
Science, Technology, Language, Geography, and 
History. 
This is an easy opportunity for you to get involved 
with your chapter. Sponsor a classroom in your 
area, get credit as an AFA member, and get the 
word spread about the Air Force Association and its 
obZectives within the community. Sponsorship cost 
to you is $94.00 per classroom and it is tax 
deductible. Each sponsored classroom receives 30 
copies of USA TODAY one day a week for 18 
weeks. You can choose the school and teacher, or 
give us an area and we will place it for you. If 
interested, contact Kimberly Orth at 651.636.4100, 
ext. 621, or e-mail korth@usatoday.com. Kimberly 
will answer any questions and get you started! 

Minnesota *lig-t .og is published quarterly for the 
members of the Rawlings Chapter of AFA.  Members 
may view the newsletter on the Chapter’s website: 
www.rawlings-afa.org. To report problems or to submit 
items, call Bob McGonigal at 952.884.1625 or e-mail 
him at mcgonigal67@earthlink.net. 
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President Vic Seavers   651.688.2269 
Vice Pres Mike Degroot 612.725.1802 
Treasurer Ralph Delperdang 952.898.3604 
Secretary Tim Hanna 612.727.3812 
VP Aero Ed Ken Wofford 952.953.4378 
VP Char Gam Bruce Roberts 612.866.8961 
VP Ldr Dev Mark Arnold 952.431.7952 
VP Com Par Open 
VP Govt Rel Julie Jensen 651.207.8818 
VP Mbrshp Bob McGonigal 952.884.1625 
VP Vets Aff Julie Jensen 651.207.8818 
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The Air Force Association !"#$%&!' the 
public about the critical role of aerospace 
power in defense of our nation, %" ( ) $%&! '  
aerospace power and a strong national 
defense, and ' #* * ) +&'  the U.S. Air Force and 
the Air Force family. 

Approved giving through the end of quarter 1 
!  U of M ROTC Scholarship Program $10,000 
!  U St T ROTC grants f programs 5,000 
!  CAP cadet programs 5,000 
!  ACE Academy 5,000 
!  Tolzmann’s Boxing 500 
!  MN AC for Veterans 500 
!  Air Warrior College 500 
!  St. Alberts Church 500 
!  Visions of Exploration  up to 12,000 
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Feb. 12 Chapter Meeting, University of 
St. Thomas, Campus Center, Rm 304 

Mar. 11 Chapter Meeting 
Apr. 8 Chapter Meeting 
Apr. 26 , - - #%./, 0 %+" ' /1 234& 

(see registration form attached) 
May 13 Chapter Meeting 
June 10 Chapter Meeting 
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Welcome to the following new chapter 
members, and thanks to those who renewed 
their membership during the past quarter. 
End of December membership was 930. 
Richard Ballintine Minneapolis 
Richard Bennett St. Paul 
Richard Clugston Rochester 
James Combs Gainsville 
Ralph Fager Prior Lake 
Chris Floyd Minneapolis 
Deanna Foty Minneapolis 
Jennie Hasselbacher Elysian 
Roger Hegland Alexandria 
Chad Howard Blaine 
Jerome Koerner Bloomington 
Paul Kolars Rochester 
Ryan Kuka Delano 
Tim Lhotka Silver Lake 
Bernhard Loegering Minneapolis 
Tom Maloney Alexandria 
Tom McCulloch Center City 
Paul Modeen Carver 
Garland Morgan St. James 
Philip Muller Eden Prairie 
Allan Olson South St. Paul 
John Penfield St. Louis Park 
Pete Peterson Circle Pines 
Gene Ramsay St. Paul 
Tom Richards Lakeville 
Heather Rogers St. Paul 
John Rogers Mankato 
Larry Sagstetter St. Paul 
Joe Schneider Minneapolis 
Danielle Shipman St. Paul 
Christine Spampinato St. Paul 
Joleen Sterner St. Paul 
Gordon Sutherland St. Paul 
Robert  Swiech Circle Pines 
John Weibel Savage 
TC Boxing Exchange Minneapolis 

The Air Force Association is proud of legislative 
accomplishments that serve our entire membership. 
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!  Won a ban on TRICARE fee increases for FY2007  
!  Defeated a 5.1j cut in 2007 Medicare and TRICARE 

payments to doctors  
!  Established a single-fee access to TRICARE for all 

drilling Guard-Reserve  
!  Barred pharmacy co-pay increases for FY2007  
!  Won a waiver of the $1,740 limit on Medicare 

payments for therapy services  
!  Defeated an enrollment fee requirement for TRICARE 

Standard  
!  Mandated use of Medicare filing procedures for 

TRICARE claims  
!  Supported the establishment of a Task Force to study 

sustainment of TRICARE benefits for long term  
!  Supported pilot proZects directed on early diagnosis 

and treatment of PTSD  
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!  2.7j 2007 pay raise (including targeted raises for 

certain grades)  
!  Won maZor restrictions on predatory kpayday lendersl 
!  Won a $400K free SGLI coverage for members 

deployed to Afghanistan or Iraq  
!  Won increased voluntary separation incentives to help 

avoid drawdown RIFs  
!  Provided a retirement credit for certain state duty 

performed by Guard after 9/11  
!  Required more consistent Physical Evaluation Board 

(PEB) rules and explanations  
!  Authorized housing allowance fix for mobilized 

reserves or retirees  
!  Increased to two the number of cars the government 

will pay to move on an overseas PCS move 
!  Worked for enactment of legislation to require full 

replacement value on most DOD-funded personal 
property shipments (fully implemented by 1 Mar 08) 

!  Sought a single-tier TRICARE payment program for 
members of the Reserve f Guard, thus lowering 
monthly premiums significantly (TRICARE Select 
Reserve Health Care began 1 Oct 07) 
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!  3.3j retired pay and SBP COLA for 2007  
!  Minimum SBP annuity raised to 45j of covered 

retired pay (as of 1 Apr 06)  
!  Expanded SBP coverage options for active duty 

deaths since 7 Oct 01 
!  Upgraded escort and honors for combat deaths 
!  Mandated review of removing SSAN from military 

ID cards  
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Wings of the 
North – Vic Seavers 
presents Bob 
Jasperson with a 
check for the Wings 
of the North Air 
Expo 2008. 

.isions of /0ploration Recognition – Kim 
Orth, from USA Today, is presented with a pin 
denoting eleven years of supporting the Visions 
of Exploration Program. Presenters are /.0 
Kenneth Wofford, Aerospace Education VP, 
and /10 Vic Seavers, Chapter President. 

Scholarship Awardees – (. to 1) Chapter 
President, Vic Seaversm Det 410 CC LTC 
Taylorm MAJ Pekarakm Det 410 Cadet CC Brian 
Leitzkem CAP Laision Kevin Sliwinskim 
Aerospace Education VP, Kenneth Wofford. 
Presented were grant checks for scholarship 
programs. 

/0ceptional Ser:ice Award – State President 
Glenn Shull /10 presented the Exceptional 
Service Award to Bob McGonigal at the 
December chapter meeting. 

Sil:er Wings Concla:e in <argo= ND – MN 
AFA State President Glenn Shull and Rawlings 
Chapter President Vic Seavers, along with 
surrounding state AFA leaders, traveled on Nov 
9 to participate in the Zoint ROTC and Silver 
Wings Conclave held at Fargo, ND. AFA 
leaders attending were Dick Gustaf, SD State 
Presidentm CPT Mike Provencher-Jones, 
Chapter President from Minot, NDm Bob 
Johnson, Sioux Falls Chapter Presidentm Jim 
Simons, outgoing 5-State Regional Presidentm 
Vic Johnson, WI State President. Nine states 
were represented in the ROTC/Silver Wings 
group. 
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